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Course Outline:  (Civics, 10, Open, CHV2OH)
	Teacher: Mr. Cotter
	Contact Info: ian_cotter@wrdsb.on.ca
	Website: edsscivics.weebly.com


Course Description:

Politics is about how societies are governed, how public policy is developed, and how power is distributed. Civics is a branch of politics that focuses on the rights and respon​sibilities associated with citizenship, the role of governments, and how people can get involved in the political process and take action on issues of civic importance. The study of civics supports students in becoming informed, engaged, and active citizens in the various communities to which they belong, whether at the local, national, or global level.
Essential Course Components (from Canadian and World Studies Ontario Curriculum): 
	POLITICAL INQUIRY AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT

	1
	Use the political inquiry process and the concepts of political thinking when investigating issues, events, and developments of civic importance.

	2
	Apply in everyday contexts skills developed through investigations related to civics and citizenship education, and identify some careers in which civics and citizenship education might be an asset.

	CIVIC AWARENESS

	3
	Describe beliefs and values associated with democratic citizenship in Canada, and explain how they are related to civic action and to one’s position on civic issues.

	4
	Explain, with reference to a range of issues of civic importance, the roles and responsibilities of various institutions, structures, and figures in Canadian governance.

	5
	Analyse key rights and responsibilities associated with citizenship, in both the Canadian and global context, and some ways in which these rights are protected.

	CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND ACTION

	6
	Analyse a variety of civic contributions and ways in which people can contribute to the common good.

	7
	Assess ways in which people express their perspectives on issues of civic importance and how various perspectives, beliefs, and values are recognized and represented in communities in Canada.

	8
	Analyse a civic issue of personal interest and develop a plan of action to address it.


To earn this credit, all the Essential Course Components must be demonstrated.

Course Evaluation:
Student work will be evaluated using a balance of the Ministry’s four achievement chart categories:  knowledge & understanding, thinking & inquiry, application, and communication.

Throughout the course, teachers will gather evidence of student learning of the Essential Course Components through observations, conversations, and student-produced work.  
Seventy percent (70%) of the final mark will come from term work, and thirty percent (30%) will come from final evaluations.  Report card grades will reflect the student’s most consistent level of achievement, with consideration given to more recent evidence.
Guidelines for Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting
1. Missing Work
· Students are expected to submit all required work by the assigned date, as evidence of their understanding of the Big Ideas.
· All essential learning must be demonstrated in order to earn a credit. Missed assessments jeopardize a student’s ability to demonstrate this learning.

· Skills such as time management and planning will be reflected in the learning skills area of the report card.

2. Cheating and Plagiarism

· To be successful in a course, each student must demonstrate all of the essential skills listed on the outline.  Accordingly, it is important for each student to do his/her own best work.

· If a student is suspected of cheating or plagiarizing, the student is still required to demonstrate the essential skill(s) for that particular assignment. The student will be required to redo all or part of the original assignment, or to complete an alternate assignment or assessment as determined by the teacher. Failure to do so will result in an “incomplete” for the essential skill(s) particular to that assignment or assessment and will jeopardize the credit.

· There will be other consequences as determined by administration (e.g. recorded in the office plagiarism binder, limited access to school awards or scholarships, suspension, etc.) as per the school’s progressive discipline process.

· Please refer to the parent/student handbook or the EDSS website for more details on these polices and other academic procedures.

3. Learning Skills

The Learning Skills and Work Habits section of the provincial report card is an integral part of a student’s learning.  Students will be assessed in the following areas:

	· Responsibility
	· Independent Work
	· Organization

	· Initiative
	· Collaboration
	· Self-Regulation


The following scoring system is used for Learning Skills:

E=Excellent;  G=Good;  S=Satisfactory;  N=Needs Improvement

Signatures

Please sign below indicating you have read and understood this course outline, including the requirements for successful completion of this course, and return this sheet to your teacher:

	Student
	
	Parent/Guardian

	
	
	

	Date
	
	Date


